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RHYMES FROM OLD POWDER-HORNS. 

Some years ago I met with some old powder-horns in the Mohawk 
Valley, which interested me greatly. They were made during the old 
French war, and, besides other devices, had maps of the Hudson and 
Mohawk valleys, showing the location of early forts and settlements. 
I have examined many since, but those with maps have the most 
importance, though they are not the most curious of all. Foreign 
ports are sometimes represented, but the Hudson is elaborated only 
above Albany, as a rule. On one side of the horn this valley is con- 
tinued northward, including Lakes George and Champlain ; on the 
other the chain of forts embraces those westward to Lake Ontario. 

Recently, Mr. Rufus A. Grider of Canajoharie sent me a large 
number of beautifully executed drawings of such horns, made by 
him in various parts of the country. It would occupy much space to 
describe all these, and I restrict myself to some of their curious in- 
scriptions and illustrations of manners of the day. 

One has scroll-work, with owls, and these words : — 

When Bows and weighty Spears were us'd in Fight, 
'twere nervous Limbs Declar" 1 a man of might. 
But Now, Gun 'powder Scorns such Strength to own 
And heroes not by Limbs but Souls are shown. 
W. A. R. Thomas Williams. 

This Horn Was made at Lake George The Battle 8 th of Sep* A. D. 1755. 
I Powder, with my brother ball 
I m hero Like, I Conker all. 

John Bush Fecit. 

The last couplet was a favorite one, but as it has many variations, 
I will give other examples as they occur. This one is owned in 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Another, from Cherry Valley, has the same lines : — 

Edmund Austin's Horn Made at Lake George, October 1 ye II. A d 1758. 

I Powder with My Brother Baul 

a Hero Like I Conqer All. 

the Rose is Red the Grass Is Green, 

the Years Are Past Which I Have Sen. 

Not very different is another : — 

John Butler his horn, Made at Crown point november the 5 -f 1759. 
I powder, with my Brother Ball 
hero like do Conker all. 

One dated in 1706 has a fine picture of Halifax, but has the odd 
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conceit of representing an immense officer on horseback in the back- 
ground, commanding a large body of very small troops in the fore- 
ground. His greatness is shown by the contrast. 

Another, used at Bunker Hill, has a drinking scene and other 
figures. The inscription is, — 

Daniel Higbe, his Horn maid at Roxbury, May the 7'8, 1775. Price 

So Steel not this for fear of shame, 
For on it stands the owner's name 
With in this horn there doth abide 
A dost to humble tyrants pride. 
Then let us rise and play our part, 
And 1 bloody tirants to the heart 
The Lord will shield us in the fight, 
And we shall put our foes to flight. 
Thn Fredom shall be ours forevermore, 
And Libberty resound from shor to shore. 
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The Vaughan. 

Owned by the Oneida Historical Society. 



One owned by the Oneida Historical Society is quite curious. It 
has many designs of warlike articles, but in a central compartment 
are two men fighting with swords. On the right are the words, 
" J. C. Hyde — Gard your head." In another division, on the left, is 
Satan with horns and hoofs. These words accompany the figure : 
" the Devil, ile have one of them," intimating that even in that day 
some disapproved of duelling. An inscription follows : — 

1 The engraver should have used stab. To make up for this error, he put a 
short sword at the end of the line. 
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I Powder : With : my Brother : Ball. 

A Hearoe : like : do : Conquor : all 

John Vaughan : His : Horn Made : Sep' 20 th 1764 

Steal : not : this : Horn : by : Day : nor : Night 

For : the : owners : name : Stands : fare : in : Sight. 

Later writers add something to the early rhymes, but not on the 
horns themselves, and concerning this one, General Darling, Secretary 
the Oneida Historical Society, has written these lines, which tell of 
part of its tale : — 

Behold this ancient powder horn, 
The owner's name was John Vaughan, 
Who carved upon its oval face 
The records of a by-gone race, 
In Seventeen Sixty-five, A. D., 
This horn was found within a tree, 
Placed there by one who lost his life 
By Mohawk gleaming scalping knife. 

Another, used in the Revolution, has simply patriotic emblems 
and expressions, showing the feelings of the owner long before the 
war commenced : " Liberty and No Slavery. Made in Lyme — May 
the 20 — The. Year. 1770 — For the : — Defence of Liberty. Elihu 
Ely : Owner." 

The mottoes on the British arms are often misspelled, and some- 
times intentionally altered. A very elaborate horn of 1759 has 
"Shoni Ovi Maw Pheal," and " Dieu et mon Doet." In another, 
"Eliphalet Stephens, His Horn made at Owoswago, Ano t Ye 1757," 
in place of Honi soit, is " The Evn Lion and T." 

A Connecticut horn of the Revolution suggests that Patrick 
Henry's famous speech was extensively read. A tree is labelled 
" Liberty Tree," and the words " Liberty or Death " are in capitals. 
The owner did not wish to be forgotten, and engraved these words 
which now perpetuate his memory : — 

Oliver Graham it tis My Name 
At Saybrook I Was born, 
When this you See 
Remember Me, 
if I AM Dead and Gon. 
Oliver Graham his horn. 

Mr. Grider, to whose taste and research I am so much indebted 
in this matter, has thus described another elaborate horn, after the 
manner of our sires : — 

Dragoon and Dial — half between 
The letters H. B. S. are seen, 
My owner was a trooper bold, 
Who battled under brave Arnold, 
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When he disputed British Rights 
By fierce attacks at Bemis' Heights, 
Fort Edward was familiar ground, 
Where for a time, a rest was found, 
And Bloody Pond, well known to me, 
Was deemed an awful spot to be. 
When war, and war's alarms had closed, 
My owner at Lake George reposed, 
Here I am still, — and still retain 
The H. B. S., my owner's name. 




The Timothy Patterson. 

Now owned by C. F. Gunther, Chicago, HI. 

Watch Island, Lake George, and view of Sabbath Day Point — here both Abercrombie and Lord Am- 
herst recruited their armies — and here, from Watch Island, General Putnam dispersed an Expedition 
during the Revolution. Sketched by R. A. Grider, in 1887. 

A fine horn at Albany has some figures on it which the maker 
need not have labelled " Goos and Fox." Under a dog are the words, 

This is Defiance To the Proud French. Fort Edward — June 17: 1759 — 
Elijah Sharp — His Horn — Success to the Brittish Arms. 

My Powder, With my Brother Ball, 
we Herow-Like do Conquer all. 

Under other figures is this : " Our Duke is a Bold Commander." 
There is another noteworthy for a representation of a tavern with 
a half-moon sign. A table within is set with glasses and a decanter, 
while a duel is going on at the rear of the house. The record on the 
horn is, " March The made by Nor Walk, John Deen His Horn 
1758." There are others with early scenes. 
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The man who made another old horn saw the funny side of 

things : — 

The Memorial of a Franzy Cow * 
I write on it to tell you how 
That when she was tied she struck 
The tree and by hur unlucky stroke 
This horn fell to me. Stephen Clark. 

The rhyme requires a different division of the lines from that on 
the horn, tree and me forming the proper terminations. Then follows, 
" The forts on Dogester was B. G. March th 4 A. D. 1776, and the 17 
instant the regulars left Boston." 

Another has " Liberty or Death," and under a British officer is 
" Old Thomas Gage going from Bost&n." 
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The Colonel Campbell. 

This horn was made for Colonel S. Campbell of Cherry Valley, N. Y., now possessed by his grand- 
son Douglas Campbell, No. 102 Broadway, N. Y. 

One which Mr. Grider had not seen has on it the name of Sergf 
Ichabod French, Jan. 10, 1748. Besides many pictures it has the 
good old couplet on it, — 

A man of words and not of deeds, 
Is like a garden full of weeds. 

On the powder-horn maps the name of Stone Arabia is never 
spelled as now, and from an old family Mr. Grider had this account 
of the origin of the name. The German girls were helping pick up 
stones when a traveller inquired what place it was. They thought 

1 In other words, a mad or frenzied cow. 
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he asked what they were doing, and answered, "Stone Raffen." This 
he supposed was the name, and wrote it down Stone Arabia. The 
explanation is ingenious, but there was also a Stone Arabia near 
Albany about the same time, and the name probably came with early 
settlers from thence. 

In early days Ticonderoga was variously spelled. It was evacuated 
July 30, 1 759, and some exultation over several victories is expressed 
on a powder-horn of that year : — 

Nathan Garnsey of Litchfield his horn made at Tiontiroge by Peter Garn- 
sey August ye 17 1759. 

I, powder with my brother ball 

Am hero like do concur all 

See how we make the French dogs run 

The fields we have gained 

The forts we have woon 
When this you see remember me. 
N G 

This is a curious blending of standard rhymes and original lines, 
but the author was evidently inspired by the military success of that 
year, so that his muse took an exultant flight. 

Besides the things I have mentioned here, there is very much on 
these old horns that is more than interesting. They remind us of 
the horn-books of our ancestors, and preserve for us some of the 
thoughts of the common people. The beauty of the engraving is 
often noteworthy, and if the spelling is occasionally quaint, it com- 
pares favorably with that of many leading men of colonial times. 
Some otherwise unknown places appear on the maps of these soldiers 
and scouts, and characteristic costumes are spiritedly represented. 
They faithfully preserve the names of those who have no other 
monuments, and who yet were brave defenders of their land. 

W. M. Beauchatnp. 



